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of the democracy for which we are fighting and in which we
so passionately believe, or rather it is a condemnation of the
lethargy and slackness of the individual voter, who holds the
winning card in his hand and too often fails to produce it
until the game is lost. No new order, nationally or inter-
nationally, will emerge from this war through panaceas, short
cuts, quack remedies, or disdainful aloofness on the part of
those who hold themselves guiltless of the muddle. By these
we should betray our God, our democratic heritage and our
very selves. Nor must we claim for this or that political peace
aim the exclusive blessing of religion, hoping thereby to en-
list emotional appeal for our cause. If that cause is not based
on fundamental truths, religion must not be introduced as a
purely bargaining factor to weigh the scales and justify shirk-
ing clear thought on the pros and cons.

Surely we should also attempt to set our own house in
order before we preach to Europe, and should endeavour
both to set an example and to learn from others. Six millions
sterling a day comes from Sir John Simon's rabbit-producing
hat for war purposes and we never murmur: six million
pounds a day for home reconstruction would cause the fall of
the Cabinet within a few hours. What false thinking ! We can
produce that sum because our liberty and safety are at stake,
but it is not available for improvements and reforms that we
all admit to be drastically necessary. It is true that social
progress has been steady, but it has been too slow. Other
countries have surpassed us in many respects, in some of
which we were pioneers. Evacuation has shown up that all is
far from well in the education and the housing on which we
prided ourselves, and that the self-propaganda dear to
authorities, both local and central, bears careful scrutiny no
better than commercial advertising. We seldom want to learn
a lesson from anyone else, and yet every country has some-
thing to teach and to contribute. Sweden's good housing is
xmiversally acknowledged; Norway has reduced her infant
mortality rate by nearly half since giving her school children
the famous Oslo breakfast; Russia is making citizens out of
illiterates; Italy's Nursery Schools are her pride. Such
examples can be multiplied indefinitely. Germany, who